PAINS OF CELEBRITY                           151
heard from Llewellyn, a colleague of early 'New English' days become
P R A., who had gone to Windsor on Academy business, of the anxious
care'that had been given to the hanging of his picture, and pleased also
because he thought not every artist would have troubled to let him know.
Gray has preserved the draft of a speech Steer had anxiously prepared to
read at one of the Club celebrations, and it may fitly close these notes about
the shy recalcitrant:
I feel very much overcome by the honour the Club has done me by asking me to
this distinguished gathering, in which I find myself surrounded by so many old
fnends any of whom I enjoy talking to singly or in twos or threes, but collectively itis
SbSd me and I would that I could, like Alice in Wonderland, become
suddenly very tiny and be removed from the room on a clean pkte.
Even from this valorous intention he somehow escaped: the speech
remained in his pocket.